ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1954  


Tc  the  Chairman  and  Members  cf  the  Council. 

I beg  tc  sumbit  the  Annual  Report  fcr  the  year  1954. 

I commenced  my  official  duties  with  your  Authority  on  1st  September, 
1955.  This  report  is  therefore  compiled  from  the  work  carried 
cut  by  my  predecessor,  Dr. Dorothy  Griffiths,  and  by  Dr.  D.J. Davies 
and  Dr.  Speedy. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Resident  Population  ( Registrar  General* s 

Estimate) . . , 

, 1954. 

9,01+0. 

Cemaes  R.D.  Cemaes 

R.D. 

County  cf 

England 

1954 

1953 

Pembroke 

& Wales 

Birth  Rate 

(per  1,000  pop.)  14.04 

15. 

3 

16,72 

15.2 

Death  Rate 

(per  1,000  pep.)  15.4 

13. 

7 

12.40 

11.3 

Infant  Mortality 

Rate  (per  1.000 

live  births)  47.2 

28. 

7 

32.23 

25.5 

Causes  cf  Death 

M. 

F. 

Total  (All  causes) 

78 

64 

' 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms) 

1 

1 

d 

Infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

2 

- 

Cancer 

13 

9 

Diabetes 

1 

- 

Vascular  lesions  cf  nervous  system 

14 

16 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

4 

2 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

- 

Other  heart  disease 

19 

12 

Other  circulatory  disease 

2 

2 

Influenza 

- 

1 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

Bronchitis 

2 

4 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

1 

Ulcer  cf  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

- 

Hyperplasia  cf  prostate 

2 

- 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

- 

1 

Congenital  malformations 

2 

- 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

. 8 

11 

Meter  vehicle  accidents 

- 

- 

All  ether  accidents 

- 

3 

Suicide 

1 

— 

The  Birth  Rate  is  lower  than  that  fcr  the  County  cf  Pembroke 
and.  for  the  whole  cf  England  and  Wales,  while  the  Infant  Mortality 
Rate  is  considerably  higher.  There  were  6 deaths  cf  infants  under 
1 year  cld.  Three  of  them  were  due  tc  prematurity,  one  tc  cardiac 
failure  and  two  to  congenital  malformations. 
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The  Death  Rate  is  also  higher  than  that  fcr  the  Ccunty 
cf  Pembroke  cr  fcr  England  and  Wales.  35/&  of  the  tctal 
deaths  occurred  in  persons  over  the  age  cf  70  years,  while 
26$  were  cf  persons  ever  80  years  of  age. 

NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Acute  Infective  Encephalitis  1 Pneumonia  3 

Scarlet  Fever  4 Whooping  Cough  25 

Dysentery  1 Measles  1 

The  case  cf  Acute  Infective  Encephalitis  was  admitted  to 
the  West  Wales  Isolation  Hospital,  hut  died  on  the  day  follow- 
ing admission. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Four  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  and  two  cases  of 
ncn-respiratcry  tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year. 
Four  cf  these  cases  were  admitted  to  hospital. 

The  Mobile  Unit  cf  the  Mass  Radiography  Service  visited 
the  Ccunty  in  the  Autumn  and  spent  1 day  at  NeY/pcrt  and  3 days 
at  Crymmych.  Persons  from  the  area  were  also  able  to  attend 
at  Fishguard  and  Cardigan. 


Newport  Session 


G-rarnd  Tctal  Male  Female 


Tctal  Nc.cf  persons  examined;  145 

Definite  Respiratory  Tuberculosis; 

Needing  further  observation  for  T.B.;  2 

Healed  pulmonary  Tuberculosis;  3 

Abnormalities  other  than  Tuberculosis;  8 

Crymmych  Session 

Tctal  Nc.cf  persons  examined;  143 

Definite  Respiratory  Tuberculosis; 

Needing  further  observation  fcr  T.B.  2 

Healed  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis;  3 

Abnormalities  other  than  Tuberculosis;  10 


61  84 

2 

1 2 

4 4 


67  76 

2 

1 2 

7 3 


national  .health  SERVICE  ACT,  1946 


LOCAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 


VACCINATION 

Free  vaccination  against  Smallpox  is  offered  to  all  babies 
and  any  other  persons  fcr  whom  it  may  be  advisable.  This  is 
carried  out  by  the  local  doctors,  who  are  paid  by  the  Count}7- 
Council  fcr  notification  of  either  successful  vaccination  cr 
failure  after  the  second  attempt.  Records  were  received  cf 
52  primary  and  14  secondary  vaccinations  during  the  year. 

IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA 

This  is  also  carried  cut  by  the  local  practitioners  who 
are  paid  by  the  Ccunty  Council  on  receipt  by  your  Medical 
Officer  cf  the  record  cards.  Records  cards  were  received 
cf  the  immunisation  cf  127  children,  and  of  347  reinforcing 
injections.  . The  figures  for  immunisation  shew  a considerable 
increase , 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

REMOVAL  TO  SUITABLE  PREMISES  OF  PERSONS  IN 
NEED  OF  CARE  AND  ATTENTION/ 

Investigations  were  made  of  several  cases  cases  reported., 
"but  no  statutory  action  was  found  to  be  necessary. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

The  Brynberian  main  was  extended  during  the  year  from 
Beneath  to  Tegryn,  Crymmych  to  Blaenffcs,  Spite  Farm  to  Meline, 
and  Yetgcch  to  Velindre. 

The  number  of"  houses  and  other  properties  supplied  with 


water  from  the 

Council's  mains  at  the 

end  of 

1 954  was  : - 

Bayvil 

8 

Eglwyswrw 

33 

Mcningtcn 

— 

Bridell 

20 

Llanfihangel  Penbedw  31 

Moyle grove 

21 

Cap el  Oclman 

23 

Llanfyrnach 

193 

Nevern 

37 

Castellan 

29 

LI ant cod 

k 

Newport 

425 

Cilgerran 

1 68 

Llanychlwydcg 

4 

Penrith 

10 

Cilrhedyn  West 

- 

LI anf ai rnantgwyn 

17 

St.Dcgmaels 

317 

Clydey 

60 

Mancrdeifi 

41 

Whitechurch 

7 

Dinas  Gross 

182 

Me  line 

14 

A 10,000 

gallon  service  reservoir 

was  c 

onstructed  at 

St.Dcgmaels  to  augment  the  present  supply. 

Water  samples  sent  for  bacteriological  examination: - 
Private  Supplies,  Springs  etc . 

Number  taken  2 Satisfactory  1 Unsatisfactory  1 

Public  Supplies 

Number  taken  21  Satisfactory  18  Unsatisfactory  3. 

SEWERAGE 

The  villages  of  Beneath  and  Newchapel  were  sewered  during 
the  year.  Sewerage  schemes  were  in  progress  at  King  Street, 

Dandre  and  Keeping  Stone,  Newport.  When  this  werk  is  completed 
the  town  of  Newport  will  be  completely  sewered. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 

One  public  convenience  was  erected  at  Cwmyreglwys,  Dinas 
Cross. 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL 

Refuse  is  collected  weekly  from  all  villages  in  the  area 
by  a modern  refuse-collecting  vehicle. 

All  the  refuse  is  now  tipped  in  three  refuse  tips,  one  at 
St.Dcgmaels,  one  at  Newport,  and  one  at  Cilgerran.  Strong 
objection  has  been  made  to  the  Cilgerran  refuse  dump  by  the 
local  inhabitants,  but  it  has  not  yet  been  possible  to  obtain 
an  alternative  site. 

HOUSING 

Thirteen  council  houses  were  completed  and  occupied  during 
the  year  i.e.  7 at  St.Dcgmaels  and  S at  Orymmych,  Six  private 
houses  were  also  completed  and  a further  seventeen  were  under 
construction. 

I have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Phyllis  M. Bowen , 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. yD.P.H. ,D.C.H. 
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Particulars  cf  Sanitary  Inspector 1 s Work 
INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES DURING-  THE  YEAR  1954 


Total  Nc.cf  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 


defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  47 

Nc.cf  dwelling  houses  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  Housing  (Consolidated)  Regulations  1925  & 1932 
included  in  previous  column.  47 

Nc.cf  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  sc 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation.  3 

Nc.cf  dwelling  houses  found  net  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation 

(exclusive  cf  these  in  previous  column)  4 

Nc.cf  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  cf  informal  action  by  the  local 

authority  or  their  officers.  8 


ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS  DURING-  YEAR 

Housing  Act.  1 936. Sections  9.10  & 16 . 

Nc.cf "dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs.  Nil 

No. of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  after  service 

cf  formal  notices  (By  owners)  Nil' 

Public  Health  Acts . 

Nc.cf  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied.  6 

Nc.cf  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  cf  formal  notices  (By  owners)  6 

Housing  Act,  1936.  Sections _1JI  & 13 
No. of  dwelling  houses  in  "respect  cf "which 

demolition  orders  were  made.  Nil 

Nc.cf  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  persuance 

of  demolition  orders.  Nil 

Housing  Act. 1936.  Section  12 

Nc.cf  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  cf  which  closing  orders  were  made.  Nil 

HOUSING  ACT , 1936.  PART  IV  - OVERCROWDING 

Nc.cf  dwelling  houses  overcrowded  at  end  cf  year  4 

Nc.cf  families  dwelling  therein.  8 

Nc.cf  persons  dwelling  therein  23 

Nc.cf  new  cas  es  cf  cvercrowding  reported  during  year  2 

Nc.cf  cases  cf  cvercrowding  relieved  during  year  6 

Nc.cf  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 
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SAN  IT  ARY  __  INSPECTION 

Particulars  cf  work  carried  cut  .during  year  JJ9Jq4 . 
Nc.cf  complaints  received  38 

Nc.cf  defects  cr  nuisances  discovered  29 

Summary  cf  Inspections 
Dwelling  Houses :- 


Nc.cf  inspections  arising  from  housing  applications.  54 

Nc.cf  inspections  under  Housing  Act,  1938.  20 

Nc.cf  inspections  in  connect icn  with  Improvements  Grants,  49 
Nc.cf  inspections  under  Public  Health  Act.  26 

Drainage.  16 

Infectious  Disease  Enquiries  and  Disinfections.  7 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  etc.  12 

Schools.  20 

Factories  (including  bakehouses).  36 

Shops  (including  ice-cream  premises).  25 

Refuse  disposal  36 

Water  supplies.  11 

Miscellaneous.  23 

Nc.cf  Notices  served 

Preliminary:  Housing  6 

Other  Nil 

Statutory:  Housing  Nil 

Other  Nil 

Summary  Action 

Summonses  issued  Nil 

Convictions  obtained  Nil 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ORDERS 

Nc.cf  Registered  Retailers  7 

Nc.cf  inspections  28 


Milk  Samples 

Satisfactory  41  Unsatisfactory  4 


Dairymen 

Licensed  to  use  the  designation  Tuberculin  Tested  7 

Ice  Cream 


Satisfactory 


7 Unsatisfactory  Nil 


CONDEMNED  FOOD 

It  was  found  necessary  to  condemn  :~ 

Meat  (heme  killed)  101  lbs. 

Tinned  foods  97  lbs. 


( 


RODENT  DESTRUCTION 


The  Council  does  net  employ  a rodent  operator.  The 
refuse  tips  are  treated  by  the  P.A.E.C.  rodent  operators  , 
and  the  werk  is  carried  cut  very  satisfactorily, 

I investigate  any  complaints  from  householders,  and 
give  advice  when  necessary. 


FACTORIES  ACTS . 1937  & 1948 


No.  on 

Premises  Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted. 

(i)  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,2, 3, 4 & 6 are 
to  he  enforced  hy  Local 
Authorities 

Nil 

36 

Nil 

Nil 

(ii)  Factories  not  in- 
cluded in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced 
hy  the  Local  Authority 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is  en- 
forced hy  the  Local 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Authority  (excluding 
cut -workers*  premises) 


Total;  Nil  36  Nil  Nil 


T.L. Bowen 


Sanitary  Inspector . 


a 

< 


